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Macchinine e design
Toy cars and design

Un progetto, totale, sostenibile e anticonsumistico di Matteo Ragni,
che con saldo fil rouge lega un caso progettuale contemporaneo
alla grande lezione di ecologi ica del grandissi ti

di tutti; Bruno Munari.

A complete, sustainable and anti-consumerist project by Matteo Ragni, who,
with a steady fil rouge, unites contemporary design with the grand semantic
ecology lesson by the greatest maestro of all: Bruno Munari.

Eliso Massoni




“Luomo di Munari & costretto ad
avere mille occhi, sul naso, sulla
nuca, sulle spalle, sulle dita, sul
sedere .~ Umberto Eco

Cosa ha a che fare Bruno
Munari con To be Us? Niente, A
parte que! filo che collega il
lavoro di alcuni designer per il
mondo dellinfanzia e un
atteggiamento comune di
ecologia semantica. Ma le
differenze saltano agli occhi.
Munari operava con razionalita e
poesia in un moendo che gl
consentiva Una centa innocenza
(seppur condita da notevole
ironia). To be Us & invece un
progetto gia figlo di un'epoca
differente. in cui non basta
l'ecologia semantica, ¢f vuole
Tecologia tout court. da tradurre
in una capacita di razionalizzare
e risorse

Fortunatamente a volte la
razionalita & compagna della
passione. Capita quando ci sono
di mezzo | bambini che, nella loro
capacita di vivere venti centimetri
sopra la terra riescono anche a
essere remendamente radicati -
& radicali

Lidea di To be Us & arrivata a
Matteo Ragni avendo a che fare
con i propri figh, guardando una
scatola piena di macchinine
made in China ammaccate e,
protestando con le nonne
dispensatrici delle suddette
macchinine.

Dopo ldea. un disegno satinco
per una rubrica sulla freezine
Made. Dopo il disegno. il
progetto, il marchia, un
falegname. un negozio
compiacente.

Linaspettato. la sorpresa, & il
fatto di trovarsi di fronte a un
progetto metaforico, specchio
corretto, non distorto, dei tempi
che viviamo,

Se esiste un concello che
risponde con razionalita alle
richieste del contemporaneo,
questo & riduzione,
nellaccezione che lo lega
all'economia, al nsparmio di
malerie prime, alla lotta contro il
consumismo cheap e 3
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grandmather-dispensers of these
articles.

Alter the idea, 8 satiric design for
a column in the free magazine
Made. After the design, the
project, the brand. a carpenter,
an obliging store

The unexpected surprise was the
fact of finding himseif before a
melaphoric project. an
undistorted accurate miror to the
es we live in.

If 8 conoept exists that meets the
demands of the contemporary
world with rationality, then this is
reduction, in the acceptation that
inks it 10 the economy. the saving
of raw materials, the fight against
cheap consumerism and that love

integrated and intriguing project

for a fragile identity that confuses
design, extravagance and waste
The sustainability idea 15 of
course inscribed within this
problem.

A cedar-woad car, hand-made in
Italy, is & toy that can last forever
and that, ance used, 1§ easy to
deal with (the instruction leaflel
suggests throwng it inta the
stove). These are twa problems
linked to objects - duration and
demission - that we have not
been educated to consider when
we buy them

Another thing that we are not
educated about is the importance
of taking account of the materials
that surround our luds, wha

basically learn by daing (if 1 do, |
understand... Munari docet)
wood has a tactile quality and an
ability to positively stratify the
Iived experience, pedagogical
charactenstics thal most toys.
totally lack. And it is plausible that
postive and profound relations
with the objects can give nise to
natural habits of saving resaurces
and avoiding consumerist
attitudes. Cedar wood has a
scent, creating also other links,
leaving traces on the hands and
in the room. [n short: To be Us is
3 toy, but alsa memary, sensual
inteligence, sense of material,
freedom lo invent

Another constructive detail that

s cne of the first lucky fathers to witness his own sons with these cars judged af first sight os
zed and bluni. What o surprise to see my elder son delicately handle this "silhovette of

dimensional essence”, aprioristically judged oo abstract. And what astonishment fo see the
ger one snotching - as usual - the wooden abject of dasire from his big brother and adroitly

ing this monablock on wheels. What magic of touch, fragrance,

riction, movement, what

sfillad (sven the observer wants his par] experience that smefimes, when the children ars
taging in the adds-anc-ands hamper, is renewsd in this return to nature. Then yesterday evening my
 sn selected some broken cars, those made fo end up broken affer o few hours, and fhrew them in

justbin. A colhorfic gesture that the

block on wheels ot

almost os if the

 remembers hoving been alive.

becomes an invitation 10
reduction is the design imitation
imposed by To be Us: the cars
are obtained from one-size single
blocks of wood and must
“emerge” with just one cutting.
The space for indulging in the
superfluous is reduced 1o
nothing and therefore any
differing To be Us interpretation
is disarmingly simple. A single
line to “tell” so many different
things: the sedan, the pick-up.
the sponts car, etc. Because also
reducing a certain slightly
“egotistical” and sell-celebratory
design is another judicious action
in these uncertain times.

And finally: the origin of it all is
intuitive, from the name (which
celebrates the birth of a child
(Tobia, - editor's note) and
becomes a hymn to being: To
Be Us), to the project’s totality:
simple, linear and ratonal. From
the multi-purpose presentation -
bax, packing, instruclions,
catalogue - 1o the end-of-use
suggestions - in a drawer as an
anti-moth device or into the
stove. An act of passion for the
contemporary, for the
complexity of its problems and
the relations that we engage
with. And, above all. an act of
faith i our children

1 PERCORSI BOX | 1/



	Box 78 Aprile 2008 - 00.jpg
	Box 78 Aprile 2008 - 01.jpg
	Box 78 Aprile 2008 - 02.jpg
	Box 78 Aprile 2008 - 03.jpg
	Box 78 Aprile 2008 - 04.jpg

